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Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 


Advisory Council 
 


- January 5, 2010 Meeting Minutes- 
 
Date: January 5, 2010 
Time: 6:30pm – 9:00pm 
Location: Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center, 500 W. Fletcher Street, Alpena, MI 
     
MEETING ATTENDEES  
   
NOAA: Chuck Bennett, Jean Prevo, Jeff Gray, Russ Green, Sarah Waters, Steve Gates, Anne 
Negro   
 
State of Michigan: Wayne Lusardi, Nancy Hammond 
 
SAC Members: Don Beem, Carl Bourdelais, Olin Joynton, Steve Kroll, Vera Kavanaugh, 
Jerry Meek, Joe Sobczak , Lynda VanDusen      
 
SAC Alternates: Dennis Bodem, Mike Lakin, John McConnell, Don Newport, Chuck Wiesen  
 
Ex-officio Member: Hank Bailey 
 
Public: Sheila Phillips, Natalie Joynton 
 
Media: Patty Ramus, The Alpena News 
 
WELCOME & ACTION ITEMS – Steve Kroll - Chair 
Dennis Bodem made a motion to approve the October SAC meeting minutes.  Chuck Wiesen 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  
 
The meeting dates for 2010 were approved. 
 
Assign March Constituent Reports – 
 Fishing (Ed Retherford/Chuck LeFebvre) 
 Citizen-at-Large (Jerry Meek/John McVeety) 
 Alpena Township (Marie Twite) 
 
Jeff gave an update on Carol’s health. 
 
Jeff announced that Chief Houchin of the USCG will be moving to the Coast Guard Station in 
Tawas.  The Chief will continue to do both jobs for a while and continue to be the Coast Guard 
representative for the SAC for a little while.  The new chief is coming from Niagra, New York, 
and should be here in March or April.   
 







 -2- 


Chair Elections – Steve said he thought being a chair was a great thing.  He thinks everyone 
around the table should have an opportunity to do it.  He thanked them for giving him the 
opportunity.  He asked if anyone would like to step forward and put their name in the hat.   
 
Olin said he would be interested in being the chair.  There were no other nominations.  Don 
Newport moved to close the nominations and Chuck Wiesen asked that the vote be unanimous.  
All were in favor.  Olin Joynton will be the chair for the next two years. 
 
Jeff and Russ presented Steve with a picture of the Pewabic for his help with the management 
plan during his term as chair. 
 
Olin proposed a resolution of appreciation for Steve. Linda VanDusen seconded it. 
 
OCEAN ACIDIFICATION RESOLUTION - Steve Kroll 
The working group met yesterday and drafted the resolution.  Chuck Weisen suggested the word 
“among” be added to the second paragraph.   
 
Whereas, the advisory councils of the national marine sanctuaries have recognized ocean acidification as a threat to 
the long-term conservation and health of sanctuary resources, warranting additional National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) research, monitoring, education and outreach, and management action to 
reduce and mitigate its impacts; and  
 
Whereas, ocean acidification is a threat to national marine sanctuaries, recognized as among (Chuck Wiesen 
suggested this be added) our countries most valuable and symbolic marine resources, worthy of extraordinary 
conservation efforts; and  
 
Whereas the system of national marine sanctuaries are ideally suited to act as sentinels to gauge the effects of ocean 
acidification on living marine resources; and  
 
Whereas the system of national marine sanctuaries are also ideally suited as sites to both study and monitor ocean 
acidification as a global threat to ocean health; and  
 
Therefore be it resolved, the Advisory Council for the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary joins the advisory 
councils of other national marine sanctuaries in recommending that NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
make every effort to seek the support of NOAA’s leadership in developing a coordinated national and regional 
response to the threat of ocean acidification that recognizes our sanctuaries vulnerability to this threat and the 
sanctuary systems unique potential to contribute to our understanding of this threat and development of responses to 
it.  It is also recommended that NOAA coordinate these research and awareness efforts with international partners, 
as well as other governmental agencies, research laboratories, and interested parties currently addressing these 
issues. 
 
Dennis Bodem motioned to support the resolution.  Chuck Wiesen seconded the motion. The 
council was unanimous in passing the resolution with the word “among” added as stated above. 
 
Jeff and the staff will be bringing more education to the SAC and the public on ocean 
acidification.  Jeff has talked to scientists to find out what are the effects in the Great Lakes.  Jeff 
would like to get some experts here to have some discussions and presentations, maybe in 
collaboration with the 40th anniversary of Earth Day.  We have a film that we have the rights to 
use and plan on showing that as well. 
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Olin wondered if there was any information on acidification related to the wrecks?  Jeff said that 
we don’t currently have any information, but Russ will be talking a little later about a 
conditioning report which will address the ocean acidification issue. 
 
CONSTITUENT REPORTS 
Business Economic Development – Carl Bourdelais/Don Newport 
Carl Bourdelais – We are dealing with a terrible recession nationwide.  A number of actions have 
been taken at all levels, some more successful than others (ex. Cash for Clunkers - more foreign 
then U.S. made cars were sold) federal government has been asking the banks to open their 
pockets a little more, waiving some fees, banks still a little reluctant to do those loans.  Also 
introduced 2 new loan programs, one was geared to help new businesses struggling with debt.  
Allows a company to borrow up to $35,000 with no interest with one year of deferred payments, 
but the banks are reluctant to do this. 
 
State of Michigan focusing on bringing jobs to the state, also a big focus on tourism (ex. Pure 
Michigan ads).   
 
All of the counties are struggling with money and cutting back on economic development. 
 
Lot of thinking in Alpena going toward the concept of economic gardening which deals with 
focusing on the expansion and retention of existing businesses, to sprout your own business.  
Feels we are having some success in this area.   
 
He met with over 328 clients, 30 new businesses and 2.8 million dollar investments in the area. 
 
Don Newport mentioned that he lives in a small community south of here and he mentioned how  
East Tawases wouldn’t talk to the community of Tawas, etc., and Don senses that is changing.  
He feels that one of the drivers of ending the separation between these communities and others is 
the sanctuary.  It creates a greater reason for folks to be cooperating and working together.  Sees 
this happening in northern Michigan, people sitting down and figuring out how to work together 
and the sanctuary is an important part in that.  He mentioned that the people in Alcona 
appreciated Jeff and Chuck coming down to talk to them.   
 
Diving – Steve Kroll/John McConnell 
Been a couple of issues over the years that have been evolving, Steve and Russ have been sitting 
working on these issues.  (See attached Diving Report – Guidelines to consider drafting.)  Steve 
thinks we need some sort of guideline if we are getting information and getting it back to the 
public.  Sometimes we need to hold onto the information until we have funds to document it.  
Steve thinks we need to come up with a strategy that we can be consistent with so if someone 
walks through the door we can deal with it.  Russ and Steve are asking for all and any input on 
that idea.  Russ has a couple of pages written right now.   
 
Chuck asked if the State of Michigan already has this?  Wayne said the state does and gave a 
brief description of their current process.  It was suggested that maybe they should look at the 
state’s policy and then modify it and use it for our sanctuary.  
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Russ clarified that he’s not trying to develop a policy, just started putting stuff down on paper, 
and plans to piggyback with all of the state’s policies.  He wants the focus to be on building a 
relationship with divers to continue working with them. 
 
Joe thought it is a good idea to provide the divers with a little ego massage.  Most aren’t looking 
for money. 
 
It was suggested that this information be listed on the website.   
 
Chuck Wiesen suggested that if the wreck information had a cash equivalent value, it could be 
added to the form so that the person would receive credit for their donation on their taxes. 
 
Steve also presented a document called Partner Divers at TBNMS (see attached) – this is another 
idea he is working on with Russ.  Most volunteer divers don’t want to become certified NOAA 
divers, but would like to volunteer.  Eventually it might be possible for volunteer divers to sign a 
waiver, but currently we can’t do it.  Jeff stressed that this is a system wide problem and Russ 
has been working diligently on this. 
 
OLYMPIC COAST VOLUNTEER EXCHANGE – Sarah Waters 
There is an opportunity for Thunder Bay NMS volunteers to participate in a volunteer exchange 
with the Olympic Coast NMS.  Thunder Bay volunteers would visit the Olympic Coast NMS on 
or around July 19, 2010. Sarah Waters gave an overview of what the volunteers would 
experience if they traveled to Olympic Coast NMS.  The volunteers of Olympic Coast NMS 
would act as your host, providing transportation and housing.  Thunder Bay volunteers would 
just need to provide transportation to get there.  If you would like more information talk to Sarah 
Waters.   
 
Wayne introduced Hank Bailey of the Traverse City Band of Chippewa/Ottawa.  Hank thanked 
everyone for allowing him to be here, he works in the natural resource department.  His hope is 
that he can be liaison so he can know when there are new discoveries of archaeological sites.  He 
knows most of the natural resource people from the other tribes.  He would like to help smooth 
things out and help things run smoothly between the preserves and the tribes. 
 
SANCTUARY UPDATE – Jeff Gray 
Jeff’s plan for the Sanctuary Update from now on is to tie it back to the management plan. 
 
Local Foundation – Just before the holidays a fund was established with the Community 
Foundation for Northeast Michigan. We have been evaluating our situation for the past six 
months, and in early December, Jeff attended a meeting with the National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation and the other sites that have local foundations.  The other sites are going to help us 
with this.  Barb Willyard was going to be here to give a presentation about the CFNEM and our 
new partnership with them, but something came up and she was unable to attend.  We do have 
steps in place to eventually have a foundation staff member.  Jeff metioned how critical Chuck 
Wiesen’s help has been with establishing this partnership and our move forward with a local 
foundation.  Olin and Carol also worked on this issue.  Chuck gave a brief overview about the 
CFNEM and its mission.   
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Boundary Expansion – At the last meeting Russ reported that the House had passed the bill and 
the bill is now waiting for the Senate floor vote.  The expansion bill has been delayed due to the 
health care debate.  Jeff spoke to Sen. Levin’s aide Harold Chase while he was in DC and they 
are still pushing very hard to get this passed. 
 
Great Lakes Environmental Research Lab/Marine Operations – Instead of having just one boat, 
we have a fleet of boats that we can use because of our partnership with GLERL.  The 10meter 
vessel was on loan to us for two years, it is now in Long Beach and on its way to American 
Samoa.  We will hopefully be acquiring one of our own outfitted to us.  Currently, the R/V 
Storm,  52-foot vessel, which was built for the marine academy in NY, is being outfitted for our 
use.  The Storm will be used for research, monitoring, buoy deployment, and hopefully will 
provide more space for educational opportunities.  It is converted to biodiesel.   
 
Research Update – Russ Green 
Big thing on the research front is to write a condition report, every sanctuary has to write one.  
The report focuses exclusively on the resources, the pressures on the resources, and what we are 
doing to take care of these pressures.  All sites deal with 17 questions only three of these 
questions deal specifically with cultural resources, the rest of the questions focus on natural 
resources, we will try to tie in any of those questions that we can. 
 
This document is a way to combine all of our research from the past nine years into one 
document, should be done by September. 
 
There are still a few grants in the pipeline. 
 
Coast Survey will be back to finish the mapping they started in the bay last year. 
 
Other items: 


- Deploy more buoys  
- U of M will be here in April with an AUV to create photomosaics of deep wreck sites 
- Technical diving project with NURC 
- University of Texas will be using an AUV south of the sanctuary 
- Two pending grants –  


 University of Michigan to look at the prehistoric sites 
 Tane submitted a grant to Preserve America to conduct a live dive from Montana 


- Working with Steve Ruberg of GLERL on a grant to look at more sinkhole stuff.  Also 
trying to help with the folks looking at setting up an artificial reef out by Lafarge. 
 


 
Thunder Bay Community Boat Building -  Created some better temporary space for the boat 
builders, still exploring other permanent options for them.  Looking at the screw press building 
as an option, making it a combination diver locker and boat building shed.  
 
Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Trail – Final component of the trail behind the building – will 
have 21 markers arriving in the mail, spread along the stretch of the river and the island.  They 
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will be up in the spring.  Continue to work on the playground concept. 
 
Continue to work with DOT on the three-county version of the trail, hope to have an 
announcement on the grant we applied for.    
 
Education and Outreach – Accomplishments: 
 Passports to the Arts wrap up (new season will kick off June 11th) 
 Saturday Morning Physics 
 Fall home school program  
 Besser Museum Fall Harvest Day 
 ACC staff and Chuck Intro to Business class 
 Sea Story Hour for Preschoolers 
 Distance learning program with the Milwaukee Public Museum on the Rouse Simmons  
 Gales of November Family Fun Day (over 350 people) 
 November Requiem  was shown two evenings in November  
 Holiday Parade – awarded first place  
 Besser Museum Season of Lights 
 Distance learning program with Dr. Ballard 
 Family Fun Day in December (over 200 visitors) 


Chris Winters was here giving a presentation on his book about the St. Mary’s 
Challenger oldest operating ship on the great lakes 


 Lake Invaders film in the theater about invasive species in the Great Lakes 
 Presented for a Girl Scout Career day in Gaylord  
 
Coming Up –  


ROV Competition on April 17, 2010 (3 schools signed up so far).  Milwaukee and 
Chicago will also be holding regional competitions for the first time this year. 


 Alpena Arts & Culture Diner on January 14th  
 New and Current Research – presentation by Russ Green  on February 16th 
 Saturday Morning Physics starts up again in February 
 Quiet Water Symposium in Lansing on March 6th  
 Spring Break at GLMHC the week of March 29th-April 3rd 
 Mid-Michigan Community College Students of Promise Program on April 10th  
 Telepresence Program at GLMHC, April 20th-April 24th  
 
Anne Negro – Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative Place Based Education Coordinator – 
AmeriCorps intern with GLERL gave an overview of her role at Thunder Bay NMS (see 
attached). 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Don Newport asked about the earmark dollars that are in the budget.  Jeff said that Stupak and 
Levin placed an earmark in the budget, tied to interpretive components for the exhibit, waiting 
for the exact specifications.  Hoping it will help with phase 2 of the exhibits, bringing back 
Science on the Sphere.  It will allow us to do some of the things we talked about before.  Don 
Newport said that is quite an accomplishment and we should be proud and the projected use of 
the funds was right down the line with management plan. 
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ADJOURN 
 8:35 p.m. 








 
Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 


Advisory Council 
 


- March 23, 2010 Meeting Minutes- 
 
Date: March 23, 2010 
Time: 6:30pm  
Location: Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center, 500 W. Fletcher Street, Alpena, MI 
     
MEETING ATTENDEES  
   
NOAA: Chuck Bennett, Meaghan Black, Tane Casserley, Steve Gates, Jeff Gray, Cathy Green, 
Russ Green, Joey Jackson, Tera Panknin, Jean Prevo, Ashley Marquardt, Sarah Waters 
 
State of Michigan: None 
 
SAC Members:  Don Beem, Carl Bourdelais, Olin Joynton, Jerry Meek, Deb Pardike, Ed 
Retherford, Carol Shafto, Joe Sobczak, Lynda VanDusen      
 
SAC Alternates: Dennis Bodem, Jim Dessenberg, Chuck LeFebvre, John McConnell, Mark 
Upham, Chuck Wiesen 
 
Ex-officio Member: None 
 
Public: Sheila Phillips, Lee Barnhill, Lee Spragg 
 
Media: Patty Ramus, The Alpena News 
           
WELCOME AND ACTION ITEMS 
 
Bob Newton will not be speaking today and will be deferred for another time.   
 
Sanctuary staff have been divided into three teams:  Research (lead by Russ), Education (lead by 
Sarah), and Administration (lead Jeff).  Meaghan Black, an education specialist, and Ashley 
Marquardt, an Americorp –intern, are on the education team.  Joey Jackson is our new graphic 
designer.   
 
Dennis Bodem made a motion to approve January’s meeting minutes and Chuck seconded the 
motion. 
 
May Constituent Reports: 
 Maritime History & Interpretation - Kathleen Hubbard 


Alpena Township Board of Trustees - Marie Twite 
 Citizen-at-Large - Vera Kavanaugh/Jim Dessenberg 
CONSTITUENT REPORTS 
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Fishing 
The Lake Huron Advisory (an effort by DNRE), meets four times a year and advise on re-
management of Lake Huron.  Ed Retherford discussed Pure Michigan, his fishing charter, and 
Asian Carp, an invasive species.  Fish plants are coming in the next two months for steelhead 
and rainbow trout.  They are still working on cormorant control.  There’s the Lake Invaders 
DVD, which is a documentary of the Great Lakes and invasive species.  The Nordmeer is no 
longer above water.   
 
Citizen-at-Large 
Jerry Meek spoke to a person from Brushcreek Mill in Hillman.  It’s a new museum there.  
They’re interested in the sanctuary, but don’t know much about it, so they need information.  
There’s no boat building going on right now.  Someone is coming here all the way from Indiana 
to see the birch bark canoe.  There’s construction activity is the screwpress building while it’s 
being converted for boat building and the dive locker.  Construction should be completed by the 
end of May. The boat builders may need new furniture and the building needs a new name.   
 
ACC PARTNERSHIP 
 
Cathy Green spoke about the National Endowment of the Humanities grant submitted to fund a 
workshop about the sanctuary and shipwrecks for community college faculty from around the 
country.   It was resubmitted (partners were the sanctuary, Alpena Community College, Alpena 
County Library, Besser Museum, and Presque Isle Township and lighthouses).  We asked for 
$115K (half goes to stipends and travel and rest goes to the workshop).  We will learn if it’s 
funded in September.  If not funded, it will be implemented some other way.  The outline for this 
program could serve as an outline for an undergraduate class. 
 
GRANTS UPDATE 
 


• The International Ship Masters Association has supported the sanctuary for years and has 
brought hundreds of students to the Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center.  Sixteen 
schools participated in the program from the ship master’s funding and it has served over 
600 kids.  They have also helped with programming.  Three years ago they used the 
building for meetings and learned there was an issue with getting kids to the building.  
They donate $500 a year.   Max and Carol Lund and Pat Labadie personally donated 
money too.  They would like to get retired seadogs to speak with students.  The fleet size 
is going down.  There could be interpretation of current shipping and recognition of crew 
that lost their lives, as well as oral histories and videotaping of oral histories. 


• We partnered with the Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory on a Preserve 
America Initiative Grant (PAIG) for $10,000 that was funded to create a traveling exhibit 
that will feature the sanctuary and the Great Lakes (Sea Grant and Ann Arbor Hands On 
Museum were also partners).  We will host the exhibit at the Great Lakes Maritime 
Heritage Center.   


• The Office of Education’s Environmental Literacy Grant has two priorities.  The first is 
to communicate environmental literacy to informal audiences (the general public) by 
focusing on the outdoor usage of innovative technology.  We’re a copartner with 
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NEMCOG on this grant for $800K.  We won’t find out if it’s funded until September.  
Priority two is for Science on a Sphere (SOS).  The Detroit Zoo wants one and we are a 
partner.  We also collaborate on docent training for SOS.  We need additional datasets for 
different programs.  They would also like a mobile telepresence unit to do programming 
with us. 


• We received funding from the Michigan Department of Transportation to create outdoor 
sheltered learning stations and markers for the Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Trail. 


• Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative mini grants.   
• Tane received a PAIG grant to conduct a live broadcast from the shipwreck Montana.  It 


will be broadcast to the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum and maybe Wisconsin.  Thunder 
Bay is the only sanctuary to have an entire live-dive unit.  We were the only maritime 
heritage grant funded by Preserve America. 


 
SANCTUARY UPDATE 
 
Administration 


• Jeff met with Bart Stupak, Carl Levin, and Debbie Stabenow about boundary expansion.  
The expansion bill is in a final hold in the Senate.  There is no final timeline, but we will 
keep you updated.  Research is being done in the other counties.   


• The Boat Building facility is under construction.  It will be a green building and we will 
apply for LEED certification.  It will be a dive locker too.   


• We hosted a traveling display at the Milwaukee Ghost Ships Festival.  It was designed by 
Joey Jackson.   


• Become a fan of the sanctuary on Facebook.  We have over 4,000 fans.  It’s a great way 
to communicate with the public.  


 
Research  


• The RV Storm is a 50 foot vessel we will use for research, education, and remote sensing.  
We will work in the expanded sanctuary.  It arrives in May and we will have an event.   


• There’s a positive relationship between the research we do and our ability to get grants.  
We’ve started working outside the sanctuary in the past few years.  Sonar can live on the 
Storm.  Tane has been trained to process the data.  Remote sensing will be used to locate 
shipwrecks. 


• A Condition Report is required for sanctuaries every five years.  It’s basically a health-
check on the sanctuary (the state of resources).  There are 17 questions and only three are 
about maritime resources.   We decided to answer them all.  Staff attended a workshop at 
GLERL for nine hours and discussed invasive species, geology, and fish stocks.  The 
level of work they do is impressive.  We need an exchange.  We were able to answer the 
questions sensibly.  Thunder Bay’s Condition Report will be published in September.  


•  Mooring buoys will be installed this spring.  There are19 moorings at popular sites inside 
the sanctuary.  We are going to do another six to 10 along the shoreline.  The John Shaw 
will get a mooring.  The American Union, Albany, and Portland could be marked for 
kayaking.  We’ve applied for several more permits.  If we add technical wrecks, it will be 
difficult to dive them consistently, but they need the most protection.  Installing mooring 
buoys is the most important thing we can do for physical protection of wrecks. 


• There will be a technical diving project through the University of Wilmington.  It will be 
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similar to the Kyle Spangler with a full scale assessment and site plan.  The Defiance in 
2001 had no quagga mussels, but in 2005 it was covered.  We thought they didn’t show 
up in deep water.  Unlike zebra mussels, quagga mussels have siphons and more can 
attach to wrecks.  Divers also manipulate wrecks. 


• There will be AUVs from U of M in the sanctuary.  We will produce photomosaics.   
• The New Orleans (a bulk freighter) needs a mooring 
• The steamer Messenger was located during a side scan sonar survey and we will release 


its coordinates. 
• The NOAA Office of Coast Survey will side scan (with multi-beam) the entire bay. 
• A Multi-beam survey of the land bridge will be done by U of M (John O’Shea).  They 


received $104K from NOAA Office of Exploration.  They will be looking for prehistoric 
sites with multi-beam on the Storm. 


• Montana Live Dive 
• The University of Texas will bring an AUV with forward sonar to the sanctuary.  $94K 


was obtained by the Office of Exploration to look at the shipping lanes to the south.   
• Funding has been received from headquarters to host members of the National 


Association of Black Scuba Divers (NABS) for NAS training.   
 
Education 
The following education and outreach activities have happened: 


• Sea Story Time 
• Saturday Morning Physics 
• Bingham Family Fun Day 
• Research at Thunder Bay NMS lecture 
• Great Museum of the Sea lecture 
• Ghost Ships Festival 
• Quiet Water Symposium 
• Identify the Huron Beach Shipwreck lecture in Ann Arbor by Wayne Lusardi 
• Conservation laboratory volunteers : 17 volunteers volunteered 217 hours in the 


conservation lab doing photography, windlass preservation, artifact documentation, 
inventory, illustration, cleaning, and tours. There is a tour today focusing on the 
conservation lab. 


 
There will be a Spring Break Day Camp and Spring Break Ocean Adventures (see handouts). 
 
Other Spring Programs:   


• ROV competition on April 17 with 15 teams   
• Mid Michigan Community College – Students of Promise 
• Earth Day Celebrations at GLMHC (April 22) 
• Lincoln School Family Fun Day (April 24) 
• Pandora’s Locks (April) 
• Distance Learning - Marine Mammals of the Arctic (May 18-20) 
• Denis Sullivan (May 6-11) 
• Girl Scout Overnight Program (May 8) 
• Group tours and programs 
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Meaghan Black is working on an evaluation webinar and would like input from teachers from 
outlying schools and a male teacher. She is working with the Education Working Group and is 
also on the ESD Curriculum Committee.  Regional school outreach reaches out to schools when 
schools won’t come to us.  She was surprised and pleased with the technology Oscoda has.   
She’s working with partners like the Besser Museum, the Great Lakes Youth Writing Program – 
History’s Mysteries, and the 4H National Youth Science Experiment.  She is also working on 
volunteer training strategies for working with students and young visitors. 
 
The NABS youth summit will be held at Thunder Bay.  Five youth will be here in July. 
 
The American Sail Training for Tall Ships is in the lakes this year.  There is a call to volunteers 
to go to events like Green Bay and Cleveland.  Contact Sarah Waters for more information. 
 
Carol Shafto mentioned the Coast Guard commander is changing and recommended that the 
SAC send a note of thanks for his participation.  There will be a party on April 16th at 1:00 at the 
Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center. 
 
There will be a dedication for U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s new building on April 9th with the ribbon 
cutting at 10:15 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
ADJOURN 
 
7:55 p.m. 
 
 








Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
Advisory Council 


 
- May 4, 2010 Meeting Minutes- 


 
Date: May 4, 2010 
Time: 6:30pm  
Location: Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center, 500 W. Fletcher Street, Alpena, MI 
     
MEETING ATTENDEES    
NOAA: Tane Casserley, Steve Gates, Jeff Gray, Russ Green, Tera Panknin, Jean Prevo, Joey 
Jackson, Meaghan Black, Ashley Marquardt,  Ellen Brody, Pat Labadie, and Sarah Waters 
State of Michigan: None 
SAC Members: Don Beem, Carl Bourdelais, Kathleen Hubbard, Olin Joynton, Vera 
Kavanaugh, Steve Kroll, Jerry Meek, Carol Shafto, Joeph Sobczak, Lynda VanDusen      
SAC Alternates:  Dennis Bodem, Jim Dessenberg, Chuck LeFebvre, John McConnell, John 
McVeety, Chuck Wiesen 
Ex-officio Member: None 
Public:  Barb Willyard, Merl Melton, Sid Hausding, Dennis Donohue, Sheila Phillips, Daryl 
Wright 
Media: Patty Ramus, The Alpena News 
           
WELCOME AND ACTION ITEMS 
 
Dennis Bodem made a motion to approve the March 17th meeting minutes and Chuck Wiesen 
seconded the motion.   
 
The July Constituent Report assignments are:  Sanborn Township, City of Alpena, and Alpena 
County. 
 
NORTHEAST MICHIGAN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION PARTNERNSHIP 
 
Part of management plan review was funding and developing a local foundation.  The sanctuary 
has established a fund with the Northeast Community Foundation (CFNEM) with the long-term 
goal of having a development officer.   
 
Barb Willyard distributed the CFNEM’s annual report.  The foundation was founded in 1974 to 
help non-profit organizations support themselves.  Permanent endowment funds make up most of 
the funds.  Foundation funds help people give back to their own community.  The sanctuary’s 
fund is an endowment fund. The process of starting a fund begins with a fund agreement which 
specifies how to distribute the fund.  Endowments funded the hyperbaric chambers at Alpena 
Regional Medical Center.  A donor can make a gift online, come into the office, or make a gift of 
bequest (this is the most important gift).  You can do a pledge drive.  Once a pledge is made, it’s 
put on the books as an asset to the fund and the foundation sends out pledge reminders.  There 
are a number of ways the foundation can help the sanctuary raise the money it needs.  Anything 
anyone wants to do, they can do through the foundation.  The money is invested and they 
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received a 21% return on investments in 2009.  They use good, reliable investments.  The 
foundation will be here in the future and hopefully the sanctuary will be too.  CFNEM is a 
member of the Council of Michigan Foundations and Council of Foundations.  They are 
reconfirming national standards to remain up-to-date on rules and regulations.  It’s impossible to 
ask others to support your fund if you haven’t supported it yourself.   
 
One advantage to contributing to endowments is gifts to endowments at community foundations 
in Michigan get a MI tax credit ($100 for $200 donations for individuals and  $200 for $400 
donations for families) plus federal deductions if you itemize.  It’s best to get people to make an 
annual gift.  The sanctuary is putting together materials for donation options.  In the next week 
there should be a form.  You can go to www.cfnem.org for online giving.  CFNEM 
acknowledges all donations.  There is a 1.35 percent fee for funds.  The question was asked, “Do 
the donations placed when Mary Beth was here go to this fund?”  Some will, but there’s also 
funds still in an account with the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation.  You can put money 
into the spendable portion of the fund.  “Can you roll the money from the foundation into the 
new fund?”  Jeff believes so. 
 
OCEANS FOR LIFE 
 
Valerie Morel, a Michigan student from the Battle Creek Math and Science Center presented on 
her Oceans for Life California Field Study.  The concept was to cross national boundaries to 
learn from other cultures and to work together to face ocean problems.  It was initiated last year.   
It included two groups of students from around the world:  the Middle East, U.S. and Canada, 
with sixty student all together.  One group went to Florida and another went to California after 
all getting together in Washington D.C.  The themes were:  interconnectedness, sense of place, 
and ocean conservation and stewardship.  They worked on teambuilding exercises, sightseeing, 
and cultural activities.  They toured the White House, Capitol Hill, and Meridian International 
Center, and they had a viewing of the new San Ocean Hall in the Smithsonian and National 
Aquarium. 
 
From D.C., Valerie went to San Franciso and traveled around northern and central California and 
visited Gulf of the Farralones, Monterey Bay, and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries.  
They went to Headlands and the California Academy of Sciences, took a sailboat ride on San 
Francisco Bay, spent an afternoon on a research vessel testing water, examined sand from the 
bottom of bay, caught crabs, did art projects, looked at plankton under microscope, and kayaked 
Point Reyes.  At Monterey Bay, she learned about the difference between harbor seals and sea 
lions, dissected squid, and slept in big tanks in the aquarium. 
 
Valarie gained knowledge of ocean life and ocean resources, needed protection of the oceans as 
irreplaceable resources, and greater respect for marine science and oceanic research. She also 
made friends and learned about different cultures and realized we are all connected as one 
population.  We are all impacted by ocean. 
 
Valerie presented a film her group developed with a flipcam called a Sense of Place. 
 
Thunder Bay is one of two sites considered for next year’s Oceans for Life program.  Chuck 
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Wiesen asked that we send Varlie a thank you and invitation to come here. 
 
CONSTITUENT REPORTS 
 
Kathleen Hubbard presented on maritime history and interpretation which incorporates education 
and tourism.  She feels lucky to be part of the history of the Thunder Bay area.  The Thunder Bay 
Sanctuary Research Collection is utilized by publishers and writers and regular people are 
researching their ancestry.  There has been progress on mapping and marking for kayakers and 
snorkelers.  There will be a Live Dive this summer.  We need to educate young populations and 
need help for necessary buses.   The American Experience with Meaghan Black and Christine 
Witulski is a new immigrant-pioneer program.  The 10th anniversary of the Maritime Festival is 
July 4th.  Science on a Sphere is still planned.  There should be 21 trail markers up by Memorial 
weekend.   
 
Vera Kavanaugh and Jim Dessenberg presented reports as citizens-at-large.  The public feels the 
staff and volunteers do a great job.  They appreciate the additional signage and enjoy programs 
like Sea Story, movies, Saturday Morning Physics, maritime festival, Halloween, and the MATE 
ROV competition.  It’s great to look at the paper on Tuesday and see activities for the week.  
People enjoy the web site.  What they would like to see is when and where the Science on a 
Sphere will be here.  Postcards and bookmarks are wanted in the store, as well as interactive 
games on the web site.  There are some on our kiosk and they can go to the national site.  Has the 
staff ever considered having a maritime festival in the winter?  No.  Are we making ourselves 
known at Brown Trout Festival?  Yes.  The Brown Trout kick-off banquet is May 8th.  The 
sanctuary will be represented there with rack cards and a donation.  Are we a presence at the 
Harmony Weekend in Harrisville?  No.  Someone suggested welcome signs for the MATE 
competition teams on the high school marquee and above the highway.  MDOT must approve the 
above highway banners and it may be safety hazard.  Is there information about the sanctuary at 
welcome centers?  Our rack cards are in all of the welcome centers and generally arranged by 
region.   
 
SAC SUMMIT AGENDA OVERVIEW 
 
Next week Olin will be joining the other SAC Chairs at Olympic Coast in Seattle, Washington.  
It’s a three-day program.  He travels Monday, Tuesday will focus on Ocean Acidification, 
Wednesday he will tour the sanctuary, and Thursday involves case studies from other 
sanctuaries.  Olin appreciates the opportunity to represent the SAC and Thunder Bay NMS. 
 
SANCTUARY UPDATE 
 
It’s been 19 years since the Thunder Bay’s designation began.  Ellen Brody, Regional 
Coordinator for the Northeast/Great Lakes Region is working with the State of Wisconsin on a 
potential national marine sanctuary there.  The process began in 2007 when the leadership team 
met at Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin.  The Wisconsin Historical Society did a study to 
analyze the shipwrecks in all Wisconsin waters and recommended an 875 square-mile area in 
Lake Michigan from Port Washington to Manitowoc.  There are several shipwrecks with 
National Register of Historic Place designations and 14 intact shipwrecks in the area.  A State 
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agency working group was established and Ellen has met with divers, fishermen, and mayors in 
the four communities.  There have been beaurocratic hurdles, but we are drafting a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement.  Looking at shipwrecks and the relationship between Thunder 
Bay and Wisconsin will be very important.  At the Ghost Ships Festival, people knew about 
Thunder Bay.  There is widespread knowledge of Thunder Bay.  The region hopes to start the 
designation process in the next six months.  There’s a lot of excitement in Wisconsin.  They see 
what’s happened here.  Jeff noted that without Ellen, there wouldn’t be a sanctuary.   
 
Research kicks off tomorrow.  Tane, Russ, and Wayne have been adding photos online.  In the 
last two weeks, all buoys were deployed except the Nordmeer and Middle Island Sink Hole.  The 
Nordmeer is now under water.  We need to put a sign out there.  This Friday we start our tech 
diving project.  Joe Hoyt will be helping document the Audubon, Messenger, and Norman off 
Presque Isle.   
 
The ROV Competition was a great success due to staff and volunteers.  The programs were 
developed by Joey, our new Graphic Designer.  Stockbridge High School was the first place 
team and will go on to the international competition in Hawaii.  Immanuel Luthren and Sanborn 
Elementary were runners up. 
 
An Earth Day Festival was organized by Meaghan Black for over 500 kids.  We will do it again 
next year.  Passport to the Arts is June 11th and will kickoff here.   
 
Steve Kroll is nominated as Thunder Bay’s Volunteer of the Year.  He will travel to D.C. in early 
June for Capitol Hill Ocean Week and Volunteer of the Year recognition banquet where they 
will announce the national volunteer of the year.   
 
SAC members were given a tour of our new research vessel, Storm.  The Storm is possible 
thanks to Dennis Donohue from the Great Lakes Environmental Research Lab.  He created 
“Green Ships.”  The Huron Explorer was the first petroleum-free vessel.  The Storm has unique 
features that suit Alpena well.  The ship was stripped down to its keel and rebuilt to suit the 
mission needs of Thunder Bay.  It has cutting-edge systems, it’s green, and it meets 
archaeological needs.  Dr. Lubchenco toured it after it had been in the water two days and she 
was proud to be the head of NOAA because of the work Dennis does.  It will be used for the 
summer research projects.  There are 150 green ships now.  It started in Alpena.  The Storm is 
valued at 1.2 million dollars.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURN 
8:10 





